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suffering from pain, and he could make him never
to grow any more." It is a pathetic fact that this
statement was written by a half-timer who lived in a
district where, through the ignorance and the sin
of man, rickets and undersized children and adults
abound.

At times, owing to confused ideas of God's nature,
something approaching meanness of character, lower
than that of average humanity, is attributed to Him.
In any case there is nothing grand or noble in such
thoughts as these :

" There are many ways in which God punishes, but
I think a good way is to get them into trouble and
sometimes God does."

" He will make it hard for her. People might be
cross with her or teacher angry with her work."

" God may get the boy into serious trouble and have
him put into prison or heavily fined/'

" He will not always send His punishment in one
fashion nor at one particular time. Sometimes He
will wait till old age is coming on and then send it
when you are unable to bear it."

" God could put trouble upon her. If she was a
clever girl He could make her a dunce. He could
punish her by letting her fall and hurt herself."

" Perhaps when she was a woman God would
punish her by taking her baby from her or by letting
her marry a bad husband."

Ill " luck" is at times regarded as punishment
designed by God and it may take even the most
casual forms:

" Another way He could punish me is to make
me always afraid and always very unlucky,"